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Vicarage Gate House
London, UK
A carefully composed and highly detailed lighting 
scheme has evolved in conjunction with the 
architectural design development of this remarkable 
piece of new built housing architecture located in 
the heart of the conservation area of Kensington in 
London. Despite the constricted urban environment, 
the lighting concept is based on enhancing a sense 
of spaciousness, links between interiors and exterior 

SYNTAX LIGHTING
Independent architectural lighting design practice Syntax 
Lighting considers lighting to be an integral part of 
architecture and interior design, believing that attention 
to detail and coordination with the architectural design 
in all project stages is key to high quality lighting design.

The Flower & Bar School
London, UK
The Flower Bar and School, an independent 
flower shop also offering floristry courses, is 
situated opposite Brompton Square, between 
Harrods and The Victoria & Albert Museum.
Inspired by the shop interiors of the Victorian 
era, soft green, hand-painted timber wall 
panelling forms a backdrop for the explosion 
of colour of floral displays. The bespoke 
central teaching table and all counter tops 
are made from an exotic stone, beautifully 
patterned and worth displaying itself. Murano 
glass mirrors with incorporated decorative 
flower details complete an image evoking 
elegance, tradition and luxury.

A well-balanced lighting scheme combines 
the indirect ambient layer of light with accent 
display lighting, resulting in highlighting the 
product, whilst also enhancing the interior 
elements which sit side by side in perfect 
harmony. Delicate use of light creates the 
overall ambience of intimacy and comfort, 
a sense of pleasant familiar space in which 
the light illuminates, but does not impose. 
All lighting is dimmable and controlled via an 
automatic time-based central lighting control 
system, enabling flexibility in the use of space 
and catering for various daylight conditions.
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and an experience of a continuous space flow. 
The eight-storey building offers a mix of 
thirteen duplex and lateral apartments, 
with concierge and complementing leisure 
facilities. The architects’ vision draws on both 
precedent and modernity with a contemporary 
interpretation of neighbouring Victorian 
buildings, whilst the south facing façade 
features full height windows maximising light 
and space. Duplexes are designed around 
generous light wells for visual interest and 
daylight access. This is supplemented by a 
lighting scheme where a sense of spaciousness 
and an improved perceived brightness are 
achieved by illumination of vertical surfaces 
and indirect lighting effects, an approach 
consistently applied throughout.
Fully integrated exterior lighting solutions, 
promoting comfort and safety within controlled 
darkness, are a considerate response to 
the challenges of a sensitive location. All 
external lighting is concealed within bespoke 
architectural and landscape elements: handrail, 
door surround, stone copings, benches, 
planters, resulting in fixture free environment. 
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Villa Cape Yamu
Phuket, Thailand
This villa-style resort is situated at Cape Yamu, 
a private peninsula on the east coast of Phuket, 
Thailand. Originally envisioned primarily for 
private use, the project scale, complexity 
and the level of detail are comparable to an 
exclusive boutique hotel.
The architectural design of the villa and 
surrounding pavilions emphasises the 
interconnection between the interior and 
exterior spaces. A number of external terraces, 
reflecting pools and landscape areas blend 
with the interior spaces that open up to 
magnificent views.
Traditional architectural elements, such 
as high-pitched roofs, slatted screens and 
canopies, combined with the contemporary 
design and references to locally sourced 
materials such as timber, silk and gold, offered 
many possibilities for lighting integration to 

support the architectural language and to 
enhance the quality of materials and interior 
design. Due to large glazed facade surfaces, 
the illuminated interiors of the buildings also 
form part of the external image at night.
The project was designed to the highest 
specification. Warm colour temperature, its 
consistency and excellent colour rendering, 
ability to dim smoothly to very low levels 
and maximum glare control, were crucial 
to the scheme. The exterior and landscape 
schemes were developed with a particular 
care to minimise overall light levels, and to 
carefully control light distribution and glare, 
for maximum comfort and for minimal impact 
to the surrounding environment. As this is 
a resort, mood lighting and flexibility were 
essential, all controlled through a central 
lighting scene set system.

The Smallest Gallery in Soho
London, UK

The Smallest Gallery in Soho is a historic shop-
front which faces onto Dean Street, in the 
heart of Soho. The aim of this intimate gallery 
is to display artwork that captures people’s 
attention on their journey through Soho and 
encourage them to stop, think and be inspired. 
The artists are being commissioned to create 
site specific curated art installations and 
displays are changing every two months.
The ‘New Progress’ art installation aimed to 
emphasise the environmental impacts caused 
by our desire for cash crops such as coffee 
through a completely charred and blackened 
interior, with a pile of golden coffee beans at 
its centre. Viewers might think it’s a display 
selling luxury goods. Yet on closer inspection, 
they’ll see a much more detailed and thought 
provoking image.
The art piece was illuminated to best effect 
using a minimal number of positioned 
spotlights of various intensities, with 
appropriate light beam angles and front 
accessories.  

Syntax Lighting is an independent architectural 
lighting design practice run by Ana Stojadinovic 
based in London. Drawing on broad experience 
in architecture and understanding of light 
and design at all levels, Syntax Lighting has 
been consistent in providing well considered, 
meticulously detailed and thoroughly 
coordinated lighting schemes for all manner of 
high profile architectural projects and all over 
the world.
www.syntaxlighting.com
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